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Cruise Market welcomes Wilhelmsen Ships Service 

Liferaft Rental initiative 
Wilhelmsen Ships Service continues to measure the success of its Liferaft Exchange Programme as the company makes a new addition to its range of Unitor liferafts.  The company has just launched a 35 person self-righting davit launch model which extends the range to meet the demands of the cruise industry.
The company’s Liferaft Exchange Programme has now extended to cover 743 ports in 74 countries worldwide and continues to expand its own network of liferaft service stations.  The concept, which swops service-due liferafts and life-saving appliances for operational ones, takes better control of costs and reduces the chance of getting caught out by unforeseen service dates and costly weak links in the supply chain.  The solution was developed as a result of a customer request and is a step forward in increasing the customer’s operational efficiency and reducing logistics costs. 

“The customer is benefiting from the global availability of this programme,” comments Dave Evans, Product manager for liferafts. “Extending the range to include the 35 person model not only gives our customer the additional safety of a self-righting liferaft but also affords flexibility in choosing a single supplier to manage their fleet globally.”

The liferaft market has undergone a period of consolidation over the last 15 years resulting in a small number of large suppliers, much of whose distribution is handled by distributors and dealerships.  Wilhelmsen Ships Service, through its far-reaching global network is, however, able to provide a direct comprehensive capability and wide product supply scope.   

Wilhelmsen Ships Services include marine products and technical services, safety and refrigeration, ships agency services, Unitor products, and maritime logistics. 
 
- ends -
Wilhelmsen Ships Service has the world’s largest maritime services network, with the ability to service 2 200 ports in 125 countries. The company’s main focus is to deliver improved vessel operating efficiency to the merchant fleet. In 2009 the company made 208 000 product deliveries to 22 000 vessels and handled 53 000 port calls. Wilhelmsen Ships Service has 4 400 employees operating out of 318 offices in 72 countries .For more information, see www.wilhelmsen.com/shipsservice .
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Further information from:
Dave Evans, Product Marketing Manager Life Saving and Survival, Wilhelmsen Ships Service

Telephone +44 7595 963542 (mobile) dave.evans@wilhelmsen.com
Ryan M. Bishop, Segment Manager Cruise - Wilhelmsen Ships Service Americas, 

Telephone +1 305-805-5442 (office) +1 305 450 8205 (mobile) Ryan.Bishop@wilhelmsen.com

Solveig Saether, Market Communication Manager, Wilhelmsen Ships Service, 

Telephone +47 67 58 45 78 (office), +47 90 63 49 77 (mobile) solveig.d.saether@wilhelmsen.com 
Marina Johnson, Press information, ClearLine Communications Ltd

Telephone +44 (0) 1590 670011 (office) +44 (0)7774 623539 (mobile) marina@clearlinecommunications.co.uk 

Sign up to receive the regular newsletter from Wilhelmsen Ships Service.  Click here. 
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